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Whatʼs the Fuss over Common Core? 
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Itʼs hard to know where to start when writing about Common Core. Already there are countless articles, 
commentaries and even books being written these days. Many former teachers have done their own 
extensive research as to why Common Core is bad for America. There are websites galore opposing 
Common Core as well as Facebook pages from nearly every state in the country dedicated to communities 
organizing to rid their state of this latest reform. YouTube channels carry video clips that run anywhere from 
a just a few minutes to those that are over an hour explaining just what is happening throughout the country 
with Common Core. With just a computer and the click of a mouse, one can find devastating testimonies 
from students, parents and teachers as well as comedic videos that effectively use humor so as to illustrate 
the absurd (which lately seems to be mostly on what is happening with basic math). With the current 
backlash occurring all over the country it is becoming increasingly clear that Common Core is hardly a done 
deal. Given these circumstances, why is Hawaii still pressing forward on the Common Core path? Why do 
we think that this is still the way to go for our kids? 

First, letʼs start with what Common Core is. The Common Core is a set of academic standards that outline 
what students are supposed to learn in English language/arts and mathematics each year from kindergarten 
through high school. “Common Core proponents offer upbeat descriptions of utopian educational goals with 
detailed lists of what students should know” but these “goals and standards are just two facets of the 
conglomeration of federal funding, preschool–workforce invasive student tracking, and one-size-fits-all 
computer-based learning that has become the Common Core.” 

The goal of Common Core is not about the acquisition of knowledge for the sake of knowledge alone. Its 
proponents are not interested in the pursuit of truth nor the gaining of wisdom in education. This is because 
Common Core approaches education with a business model in mind and by standardizing tests, it will 
eventually give rise to a core curriculum that will ultimately change the way American children learn. 

Functional literacy and work force skills will replace subject matter. This is the triumph of a purely utilitarian 
view of the human person. Education that involves the training of the mind, the meaning and richness of the 
human experience cannot be measured by statistics nor does not fit the business model for the latest craze 
in education reform. The very idea that there can be something of value that produces nothing in the 
immediate or concrete is a foreign concept to the progressive mindset. 

Thus, a Common Core standards based system of education is the opposite of a traditional education. In 
traditional teaching, the teacher is in control of what is taught and where the sky is the limit to teaching and 
learning. In Common Core, there are only a set of standards that each teacher is forced to teach which are 
monitored, evaluated and controlled by the state. Because the goal is to have every state under the 
Common Core, there is a de-facto nationalization of education. The power is then shifted away from the local 
level, and indeed, it becomes totally dissolved once education is nationalized. 

Teachers will be evaluated by how well their students test and not on how well they teach. (Wonder why 
teacher morale is so low?) Individual teachers will be monitored for compliance through accountability 
measures and may be fired. Schools too, will be monitored for compliance through accountability measures. 
Those schools that fail to measure up need only at the fates of failing schools in other cities (e.g., Chicago, 
New York, New Orleans or Philadelphia) where traditional teachers get forced out while newcomers and the 
inexperienced are taken in to be groomed for the latest in education reform. 

Under Common Core longitudinal data collection systems will ensure conformity and compliance. Family 
privacy? Forget it. As with traditional education it too, goes out the window. Large amounts of personally 
identifiable and sensitive information about children will be stored and as of now, there are unanswered 



questions regarding the lack adequate of privacy protections. Parents and family members should be very 
concerned about sensitive and personal information that may be released. The 2009 study released by 
Fordham Law School noted that often the flow of information form the local educational agency to the state 
department of education was not in compliance with the privacy requirements of the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act. Imagine a list of disciplinary matters remaining on a studentʼs record indefinitely. 

Common Core proponents use all the key buzzwords for how great this new program is for education. If it is 
so fantastic, why are the citizens in so many states opting out of testing and why so many asking their 
legislatures to repeal Common Core? 

Teachers deserve to be able to teach. That is their vocation. And children should be inspired to learn. They 
are not guinea pigs, they are not some small cogs in the giant wheel of the state. The government exists to 
serve the best interests of its people, not the other way around. Are we really being well served by being one 
of the few states buying into Common Core? 

	  


